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cd Wong-.(jgda is Professor of cArt 
and crJesign at grand Valley Jtate 
University. 
Artist Statement 
"l J( Jhat interests me the most about painting are the 
V V subtleties.The slight difference between a warm 
gray and a cool gray, how much tension is in each finger 
of a hand or how aware each person in a composition 
is of his social standing. 
I understand and control about eighty percent of 
what is going on. Twenty percent comes as a surprise. 
Normally, as I develop primary idea, unexpected side 
stories and relationships develop between figures, 
objects and the environment. At some point in the 
painting process I'll look up to discover that a woman 
neatly dressed in blue has no time to spare for a girl 
in shorts and a t-shirt, or I might notice how a cart's 
wheel needs oil. Each image is accompanied by a short 
explanation of what I painted and what I think I've 
painted. 
Endometriosis I oil on canvas I 4o" x 30" I Grand Valley State 
University Collection I 
An image ofa young woman with endometriosis surgery 
scars. This condition often causes severe pain and can lead 
to infertility. I painted this to contemplate and quiet the 
ovenvhelming empathy I felt for Wendy. 








